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no provision of our treaty with Colombia which required
us to answer to her call, for our guaranty of her sovereignty
in that treaty relates solely to foreign aggression. There
was no rule of international law which required us to recog-
nize the wrongs of Panama or the justice of her cause, for
international law does not concern itself with the internal
affairs of states. But I put it to the conscience of the
American people who are passing judgment upon the action
of their Government, whether the decision of our President
and Secretary of State and the Senate was not a righteous
decision.

"By all the principles of justice among men and among
nations that we have learned from our fathers, and that all
peoples and all governments should maintain, the revolu-
tionists in Panama were right, the people of Panama were
entitled to he free again, the Isthmus was theirs and they
were entitled to govern it; and it would have been a shame-
ful thing for the Government of the United States to re-
turn them again to servitude."

It should be borne in mind that Mr. Boot was not in the
Cabinet at the time of the Panama incident and that his
treatment of it was that of an impartial outside observer.

After the Bunau-Varilla treaty had been sent to the Sen-
ate, the President invited the leading Eepubliean Senators
to come to the White House for a consultation with him-
self and Secretary Hay concerning it. When the Senators
came they were found, almost to a man, to be in a hostile
frame of mind, but after several hours of earnest discus-
sion, they one by one came to the view of the President and
Secretary and promised to support the treaty. As they
were leaving, an eminent Senator from a Western State,
noted for ability as an expert political balancer, said in a
low tone to Hay: "Do it, but be as gentle as you can with
Colombia/' "Which,'' said Hay, in reporting the incident
to me, "reminded me of the instruction of the Western out-
law chief : ' Kill him, but kill him easy!' "

The treaty was ratified by Panama on December 2, 1903.